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Turning your mess into a message in other places — Alison Fenning

Intentional Engagement
Immersing into communities
One to one Connection
One to one Conversation
One to one Conversion

One to One: Sharing your faith

One to One Bloke on street in Harlow Dave

Top 5 dialogue, demonstration (Acts of kindness), written, preaching,
signs and wonders.

Philemon 6 “/ pray that you may be active in sharing your faith, so that
you will have a full understanding of every good thing we have in Christ.”

| used to share my faith as a child by giving postcards of a Jesus picture
to children in my class. Always took them to CU as | was searching for
God at a young age and then got distracted. Ended up involved in the
party scene of the 90's and addicted to alcohol. Ending up with an eating
disorder, up to all sorts and wanting to end my life. That was when | felt
drawn to go to Church searching for God.

| was in a bar in a nightclub asking people what they thought about
Jesus? What's in the heart comes out of the mouth.

Matthew 28: 19

“18 And Jesus came up and spoke to them, saying, "All authority has
been given to Me in heaven and on earth. 19 "Go therefore and make
disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and
the Son and the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all that |
commanded you; and lo, | am with you always, even to the end of the
age."

Intentional Engagement
Do you ever wake up and think | think | am going to look for intentional

engagement today? | do....
We all have a desire to talk about what we love, and desire, are
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passionate about, football, clothes, cars, movies and so on. We can

clearly communicate about these topics. When we were stuck in our
addiction, we were great advocates for the drugs, alcohol, music and
party scene. We can be great advocates at sharing our faith.

Sharing our faith can be as simple as that. The problem comes when we
are not sure how to open a conversation or we try and over think about
what leave in and what to leave out. | have trained lots of teams over the
years and then taken people out on the street and they become a
different person who seems uptight and comes across as unsure of what
they believe.

Often, | chat about Africa / stories / work we do / or prostitution /
addiction etc — think about what you can chat about? What are you up
to?

Immersing into Communities: Examples of outreaches
Immerse into a community Raft Café in Christchurch

Evangelism and mission events, | have started or have been part of
have been various. | led a Church to reach out on a housing estate in
Greys, Essex using Christmas as an opportunity to take food and prayer.
We kept it simple and raw, so | had to model how to knock on a door
and be open and friendly. Most people invited us in for a cup of tea and
to pray. We were able to invite them to the Christmas service and a
team kept citing and building relationships onto the estate. Simple things
work.

Destiny healing fair was set up as an outreach into the spiritual world. |
took a team of people and we had a prayer place for healing. Most of the
team had not prayed for people to be healed before and felt out of their
depth but God moved through them. We prayed and then told them
about the source most people knew about God but had never heard
about Jesus. A great opportunity.

Youth outreach. The Church | am based in in 2004 | started a youth
outreach as the Church had no youth work going at the time. Went to the
street, met some young people (detached) and then quickly began a
weekly youth meeting place. A youth Pastor was present as we started,
he had a calling but wasn't sure how to start so | helped to pioneer. That
ministry is still going and has changed shape and is now running
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evangelist events every month as well as discipleship groups.
Evangelists can pioneer and Pastors build.

Intercepting into the world of prostitution street, off street and the
Internet. Making first connections and then building a team, networking
with Churches, letters to brothels opened the door for praying with
women whom we now meet outside of their work time and show them
windows of normality. Modelling life and how to have a faith journey to
the team will rub off on those who we are reaching out to. Sometimes |
take women out with me who are searching for God and have them as
my ministry team - they see it and do it. It's powerful and is a Jesus
shaped model.

Nations: Africa missions training school for Church leaders / evangelists
/ church planters that come from Congo, Uganda, Tanzania / Rwanda to
equip for mission adventures. Mentoring evangelists into action.

Slum Freedom project in Rwanda that reaches women in the sex
industry through evangelism. Provides discipleship and rehabilitation
through skill training and mentoring. This project is affecting a whole
area known as " the place where nothing good comes from" it is raising
up a community of believers bringing the gospel. It came into being as |
noticed a fight one day in a slum. Women beating women up. | asked to
meet them. Shared about Jesus with my story wrapped inside.

| am sharing these stories to demonstrate ideas of what God can do
through your gift to the Church for good. | have a skill set from all my
experiences and | can use it to bring freedom to others. God turns our
mess into a message. My entire life is a story that can be turned over.
Some projects | now just oversea and direct others, | have fully handed
over.

Wherever you are in the world there will always be opportunities to
immerse and infiltrate. Build into a community. Find Gods person of
peace, empower them so they can build on your pioneering ability.

The Jesus way

1. Gather and equip - invested three years with a group of people who
would spread the message across nations Matthew 4:18-22

2. Jesus taught the team about the kingdom: train in truth, faith,
relationships, justice, love, forgiveness, dealt with issues of the heart
Mathew 5 -8
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3. Modelled: His prayer life, loving one another, how to pray with the sick
and set them free of oppression. Mathew 8-10

4. Sent them out: first the 12 and then the 72 (Jesus did not go with
them) love and send.

5. Debriefed them when they came back Luke 9-10

6. Empowered them for the day he would leave John 16: 17-33

Jesus chose twelve. He built a team of regular people, taught them,
loved them and shoved them out to have a go. Later eleven of those
original twelve became founders of the early Church.

We don't need to get stuck on numbers but the concept of taking a group
of believers teaching them kingdom truths and then giving the
opportunity to evangelise and be on mission. As Jesus equipped the
twelve, we equip the Church through teaching and then having mission
adventures alongside for a season.

Evangelism in an urban setting

1.Preparing the people: prayer meetings, idea sharing, getting the
Church to tip outside of the walls. Facilitate good works and witness.

2.Use Christian calendar events as a tool to engage in outreach - go
out before bringing people in.

3.Think about a project to help the community around you and use as
a point of contact - brings credibility and shows authenticity " love
your neighbour as yourself"

4.Teach the Church to do random acts of kindness - opens our hearts
to people.

5.Street outreach - the Church can have a presence on the street,
offer healing prayer/ prayer station.

6.ldentify the connectors in the Church and help them communicate
the message through various pathways. Equip them to seal the deal
and give witness to the gospel in a clear way.

7.Training through a course then take them out and let them try it out
all the time building a group of people who will function in sharing
their faith.
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8.Post evangelism and outreach that follow up / discipleship is in
place for growth and nurture. Use a course / small groups that
incorporate people into the body of the Church.

The Engel Scale
The scale is a directive to help us think through as communicators
where people we are engaging / talking to are on the journey of faith.

Once we have discerned where someone is at on the scale, we can look

to move him or her up the scale. Sometime the Holy Spirit will direct you
to go for it and seal the deal.

ENGEL SCALE Ongoing growth

STEPS TO CHRIST Share with others

Learn disciplines
Learn basics of faith
Experience life change
Gain confidence in their decision
Decision to surrender to Jesus
Accept implications of becoming Christian

Some awareness of God

No awareness of God

Making a connection

| am a connector “Jesus went around speaking of the Kingdom” But he
did something first He connected.

Think about the culture, body language, voice, smile, language — think
about these aspects of communication. People often go with a message
but fail to think to notice the context.



Handouts — Mattersey Hall 16/5/19

Firstly, we must make a connection. Eye contact is everything as we can
sense a synergy between you and a group/ individual and if you sense it
go for it. We can open a conversation with a smile, comment, use what
you see to direct you. | have developed a great sense of empathy so |
can discern others emotions. Remember to use a word of knowledge /
prophetic revelation if it's there. Try to share it in non - spooky way.
Story of man in the street and | knew his name - blew him away.

What's the starting point? Ask a question

Hi, how are you?

| was thinking the other day...

Do you ever pray? | have been praying about...

Do you ever think about what's beyond what we see, feel, touch?
Follow statements with an open question...

Have you ever had a spiritual encounter...? story of JH whilst having
lunch (a police officer) God conversations with people who are not
believers. The connection was made through working together and my
faithfulness to the women on the street. She saw that and was able to
trust me. People are watching us all the time.

Your openness as a person and how you come across will either shut
down the conversation or enable a flow to occur. If you are angry, timid,
unsure then you will look like a weirdo.

Think about those who walk around and promote their believes on the
street. Why don't they reach people? It's not what they are saying it is
how they present themselves - formal. | once had a woman come and
visit a brothel with me, she got into the car and was so over- dressed red
high heels, lots of make - up, jewellery that she looked like one of the
women. | knew it wouldn't go so well. She never came again.

We have to train ourselves to think through whom we are meeting and
be appropriate in how we present and what we say. Try and ditch jargon
and use real language. Ultimately be yourself as God made you unique
and uses our diversity to reach different people.

Developing some skillsets is helpful.
Four attitudes needed

1. Availability - we must be free in our heart and time for people.
2. Vulnerability — Brave -we must be free to openly share our faith
without shame or intimidation requires a vulnerable person.
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3. Love - we must cultivate a heart of love for people. We do this by
constantly keeping our heart and relationship with God open. He
keeps us soft hearted. Stay in touch with the father God.

4. Listen, listen, listen for the activity of God in someone's life and
point it out.

The kingdom of God has come Mark 1:15 "The time has come," he said.
"The kingdom of God has come near. Repent and believe the good
news!"

God is already at work make the connection.

Loretta story — the cross on her.

How to have a conversation

Need to discern the conditions of a person’s soul for example - Is he a
sincere Nicodemus John 3? Ask yourself the question inside whilst you
are having a connection. Look for good ground.

Jesus told him the good news of how to follow which discerned the heart
a true seeker or an arrogant teacher of the law. Jesus used the law to
stir the need for a saviour.

The woman at the well John 4. Another spiritual conversation where
Jesus uses the persons situation to enable freedom to come. He spoke
directly about her area of vulnerability through asking a question. Jesus
was genuinely interested in people rather than just the outcome.

Conversation / Share stories of faith

| have chatted to social workers/ police / bank staff about what we do in
UK and Africa. They love and ask about how it's going - it's all laying a
foundation to give a reason for the hope you have when people ask. |
am intentional about it and determined that when | chat to a person, they
will never forgot the conversation.

Think about what God has been revealing to you lately. What happened
when you last prayed for someone? Where was Gods provision last
seen in your life? Collect your own faith experiences to share.

Woman on a plane to the US.



Handouts — Mattersey Hall 16/5/19

Having a conversation is just like opening a pack of cards and you take
turns to deal your cards.

Chat your story. Different elements with different people.

Chat Jesus story weaved into your story.

Pray for the person whilst you are speaking

1. Engaging: Be an attractive person, passionate, embracing, look the
part and feel it. Jesus captivated people. | saw a homeless person in
London with a sign “Smile it doesn’t cost” she had bright blue eyes and
an open joyfulness about her — she captivated me. Intentionally noticing
people.

2. Be interested in others, observe, and listen, read people. Jesus
watched and understood the needs and questions. Be prepared for
THEM.

3. Be a positive influence: offer prayer, stories of how God works with
you or others stories you have heard.

4. Trigger phases for engaging in spiritual conversations. “I had a
spiritual experience/ encounter”, “discovered | was wrong”, “I work with
an organization that helps people who” — “I had a life changing

experience” — be open about going to church (Andy Bye).

5. Do door to door / marketplace outreach it trains you up.

Develop the art of speaking about Jesus and his kingdom. In the
gospel's it is recorded that Jesus spoke to people "the kingdom of
heaven is near you." He taught about kingdom values in the beatitudes.
We are part of Gods value system, so we live differently and with
different perspective. People notice that we are different and will
comment and ask why. That provides an opportunity to begin to share
about Jesus.

“But in your hearts revere Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give an
answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that
you have. But do this with gentleness and respect.”

1 Peter 3:15
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There are many ways to share your faith and how you do it will depend
on the environment and the person you are communicating with. Below
are a few pointers.

1. Share your story of transformation and pack God's story inside
yours. Collect your God encounters. | have a book of dreams and note
them down so when they come to pass, | can talk about my relationship
with God. Richard my husband has a book of prophecies for the same
reason. We can share stories. God is not stuck in a book he is living and
active. Journal Gods activity.

2. A tree talk that you can share one to one, on the radio, to a group.
The tree has a core thread God throughout and then branches of truth
that shoot off the side

The core thread is the death and resurrection of Christ. See end
guestions.

Story of Mike at Easter in hospital...

3. Speak about the power of Jesus and his work of paying the price.
Colossians 1 and Ephesians 1&2 - Emma with demons - told Jesus story
from a demonic perspective.

Do you realise who Jesus is? is a great opening question to ask.
He is God revealed in human form John 14:5-14

The significance of his death - Jesus opened a door to have eternal life
so when we leave our body in death, we stay alive in our spirit and be
fully with Jesus. The cross and its provision to break addictions, free
from demonic torment, break the eternal curse of separation from God,
forgiveness from things that leave us heavy ( sin).

5. Pray for people. Very few people refuse prayer. Speak about
Jesus’ life on earth, miracles, love to others, acts of justice,
teachings- whatever you have got inside you about him let’s get it
out. Those stories build faith. Ailleen coming to Christ through
communion.

Lou service in a crack den as she wanted to kill herself.

5. Ask the awkward questions. Why is there so much suffering in the
world? then listen to a person’s response and bring your perspective
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which is Gods perspective — sin Jeremiah 17:9 -10 The heart is more
deceitful than all else and is desperately sick; Who can understand it? "I,
the LORD, search the heart, | test the mind, even to give to each man
according to his ways, According to the results of his deeds.

Have you ever had to forgive someone for something? How did you do
that? Then bring your perspective or a story in ...
Story of forgiveness in Rwanda prison fellowship.

It is Jesus who forgives our horribleness and horrible behaviour and
brings freedom from guilt and shame. You can speak about how the
garden of Eden happens every day in our lives and we need to choose
Jesus to break the power of sin in our lives. Until we are in Christ, we
are not free to be good.

Story of women given a Bible got her to read Genesis 3 and her
response

Don’t be afraid to think deeply and answer your own questions. If we are
thinking about why some people get healed and others don’t so are
other people.

6.What about other gods. There are other gods and Christ reigns
above them all. Ephesians 1:21 “far above all rule and authority and
power and dominion, and every name that is named, not only in this age
but also in the one to come.”

7. Listen up. If we can share truth in a story format, then people will
listen. That's the culture we live in. This requires listening to what people
are saying and then pointing out the activity of God in their lives. That
then gives us a basis to share a story of when some similarities activity
happened to us and the outcome - opens a door to ask people if they
want more of Jesus activity in their life and seal the deal. Story of
Michelle and bin bags.

8. Holy Spirit John 16: 5-15 He has a role in it, it's his job to bring
people to Christ, to convict of sin so we must work with him. Listen to his
promptings and ask for discernment as you have conversations. We
need wisdom and revelation. The spirit brings spiritual gifts for us to use
1 Corinthians 12:8 -10

9. Use resources. Carry books around with you and give them away.
Carry prayer cards with you and give them away. Recommend websites,
videos. Give Bibles away - in a recent survey it was shown that 4% of
people in UK come to Christ through a course and a higher percentage

10
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through reading the Bible. | was recently at an airport and noticed people
buying the Koran. That told me that what gets promoted people want to
read about.

9. Cross cultural context: Common Ground. When you are sharing
your faith into another culture think about what you are saying and
how you say it. Learning about the culture and the faith of that culture
can be helpful. I once took flowers as an act of kindness to a Chinese
woman who worked in a brothel, she had not been in UK for very
long. Flowers mean death in her culture. We need to think about what
we are doing and saying and be appropriate and look for bridges /
common ground to begin a discussion respectfully. Thailand met a
girl in a bar and played connect four ...she came to faith and is now
an evangelist in northern Thailand with YWAM.

3D gospel — Speak into the culture — Be relevant so people can hear.
Shame and honour Asian culture

Fear and power African culture

Sin and quilt Western culture

If we can communicate that we are living inside God's story whether we
like it or not as he owns the universe and everything in it is under his
authority. The world’s future is in his hands and there is an end to the
story, but we can be on the winning side. Reaching New Age people.
Took a spiritual healer and seeker to Africa.

Guys by a pool in Africa story

Be creative in Conversion

Sometimes we have one off encounters and we can share glimpses of
the faith story. There may be a chance to pray with the person - sense it
and go for it they can only say no, other times it's about relational
evangelism building into people's lives through God's leading and
direction.

Think about the gap between the conversation and conversion. | have
used phrases like would you like to encounter the God | have speaking
about? Especially in a New Age context. The first step is to speak to
Him, an abstract concept for them, but they meditate so can sense a
presence that you can then explain.

11
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Everyone | do that with | give them a copy of my book “Walking with
God” to go through the next steps of relationship building. Think about
the context and use a language people will get. With addicts you can be
straight to the point. There are other times it will take a longer process.

Have a prayer that you are happy to pray with people for them to begin
their journey with God. We are in a good place in history people are
open as we live in a fear culture and people want something solid to
believe again.

When we speak about Jesus it is good practice to also drop into the
conversation about the Church. Be positive about Church and
recommend that they go to chat more with the pastor/ vicar where
possible.

The world of the Internet is also a great tool, social media can promote
Jesus, add people you are sharing your faith with. If you have a
relationship with the person you can also model faith. | take some of the
women | reach out to when | am preaching, they run the bookstall, pray
for people (Jade story) of prayer team - be inclusive.

Be Ready

Think through about the kinds of dialogue you can have.
Some questions below to help you think about that in advance.
What difference does God make in my life?

How did | meet with God?

What difference does God make in my life?

Collect stories of other people meeting with God.

How can they meet with God today?

It's not a preach but a spiritual conversation.

By Alison Fenning
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